
WJEC 2016 Online Exam Review

New Wales AS Sociology Unit 2 2200U20-1

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 2372 2.7 1.4 5 53.4 99.8
1b 2363 5.8 2.2 10 58.4 99.5
1c 2371 11.2 3.5 20 56 99.8
2ai 2179 7 1.9 10 69.7 91.7
2aii 2169 8.3 3.3 15 55.6 91.3
2b 1004 16.5 5.9 30 54.9 42.3
2c 1168 13.9 5.8 30 46.4 49.2
3ai 144 7.2 1.6 10 71.9 6.1
3aii 145 8.2 2.5 15 54.4 6.1
3b 89 15.8 6.6 30 52.7 3.8
3c 53 14.2 7 30 47.2 2.2
4ai 48 6.5 2.2 10 65.4 2
4aii 48 8.2 3.4 15 54.9 2
4b 41 18.7 6.3 30 62.2 1.7
4c 7 18.1 6.3 30 60.5 0.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

The candidate shows an understanding of the term though they fail to achieve full marks because their explanation of the term lacked detail. The answer cited facts about representativeness and required more understanding.



Sticky Note

The first reason is clear and contextualised



Sticky Note

The second reason is more vague in the explanation







Sticky Note

Generic and confused



Sticky Note

The point about representativeness could have been developed through the use of examples and a study to illustrate understanding.



Sticky Note

Here there was an opportunity to develop this point; there is implicit understanding which is undeveloped







Sticky Note

Knowledge and understanding is better than basic but the answer lacks clarity and reference to studies.
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Section B Mark scheme 
 
2. (a) (i) Summarise the content of the graph showing rates of participation in 


higher education. [10] 
 


Answers should include accurate points for band 3 AO1 which should 
be supported with data from the table. For band 3 AO2 a clear 
interpretation of the data should be present. 


 
Indicative content 
 


 Expect to see reference to a range of points relating to the 


patterns of participation of different ethnic groups. 


 There may be reference to gender. 


 Points made should be supported by accurate statistics drawn 
from the data. 


 


Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


 
 


 
3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
t he  evidence relating to the 
context of the question. 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed ability to 
select, apply and interpret the evidence 
in the context of the question. 
There will be appropriate use made of 
the item to demonstrate understanding. 


 
 
 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological the evidence relating 
to the context of the question. 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability to 
select, apply and interpret the evidence 
in the context of the question. 
Some reference will be made to the item. 


 
 
 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
the evidence in the context of the 
question. 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to 
select, apply and interpret the evidence 
in the context of the question. 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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2. (a) (ii) Explain two sociological reasons for the relationship between 
gender and educational attainment. [15] 


 
There should be two sociological reasons with effective use of 
sociological language (AO1 band 4). Both reasons will be 
supported by sociological evidence (AO2 band 4). Two 
reasons for the same pattern/trend are acceptable. 


 
Indicative content 
 
There should be two different reasons (which may be linked to 
the data in the graph) such as: 


 Changing role of women and females expectations 
perhaps a reference to the feminization of work 


 Cultural factors such as ethnicity which may affect 
expectations and opportunities 


 The culture of masculinity perhaps with reference to white 
working class boys or black boys. 


 Reference should be made to appropriate empirical 
evidence and/or examples. 


 


Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


4 9-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/concepts/ evidence 
relating to the context of the question. 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
s o c i o l og i c a l  t h e o r i e s /  
c o n c e p t s / evidence in the context of the 
question. 


3 6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate some knowledge 
and understanding of sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence relating to 
the context of the question. 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability to select, 
apply and interpret appropriate sociological 
evidence in the context of the question. 


2 3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic knowledge 
and understanding of sociological 
theories/ concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the question. 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to select, 
apply and interpret appropriate sociological 
theories/ concepts/ evidence in the context of 
the question. 


1 1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited knowledge 
and understanding of sociological 
theories/ concepts/ evidence relating to 
the context of the question. 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited ability to select 
/ interpret and/ or apply sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence in the context of the 
question. 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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2. (b) Evaluate the view that education in the contemporary UK is meritocratic. 


    [30] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the sociological concepts, theory, 
controversy or sociological debate. The answer will focus on the debate 
in the question. Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting 
sociological evidence/theories and concepts. Where answers 
demonstrate all abilities to the highest standard then they will be 
consistent with Band 4. 


 
However answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of 
assessment, judgement and evaluation may achieve Band 4 for AO1 
but lower bands for AO2 and AO3. 


 


Indicative content 
 


 There should be a clear understanding of the functionalist view that 
education is meritocratic. 


 Consideration of this key idea with supporting evidence and opposing lines 


of debate. 


 Education as essential for role allocation: Davies and Moore and it is fair 


 Education as serving the needs of the rich; Marxist ideas 


 New Right ideas in support of the functionalist view such 
as those put forward by Murray, Hernstein, Saunders 


 Alternative views used to criticise functionalist ideas about 
meritocracy such as Marxism, feminism, interactionism. 


 Labelling theory may be used as an evaluative tool to 
interrogate the validity of the view. 


 Ideas should be compared and evaluated with reference to 
supporting evidence. 
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Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


AO3 
strands 1-3 


 
 
 
 


4 


11-13 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. These 
are applied and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


 
 
 
 


3 


7-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. Some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question. 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined. 


 
 
 
 


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


 
 
 
 


1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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2. (c) Assess the impact of labelling on attainment in education. [30] 
 


Answers will make judgements of the worth of sociological concepts, 
theory, controversy or sociological debate. The answer will focus on the 
debate in the question. Credit will be given to the effective use of 
supporting sociological evidence/theories and concepts. Where 
answers demonstrate all abilities to the highest standard then they will 
be consistent with Band 4. 
 
However answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of 
assessment, judgement and evaluation may achieve Band 4 for AO1 
but lower bands for AO2 and AO3. 


 
Indicative content 


 


 There should be a clear understanding of the view with theory 
and classroom based research used to support the view 


 There may be reference to variations in the impact of labelling for 
different children and reference may be made to counter school sub-
cultures or perhaps the work of Fuller or Mirza 


 Alternative theories may be used to argue against the impact of 
labelling and for the importance of other factors such as material, 
cultural, structural 


 The impact of labelling on different social groups; gender, ethnic, class 


 Labelling and institutional racism; Wright, Connolly, Mac an Ghaill, Gilborn 
and Youdell. OFSTED report on positive attitudes to education amongst 
Bangladeshi parents, social policies of inclusion. 


 Ethnocentric curriculum 


 Marxist ideas and evidence used to evaluate the view 


 Functionalist ideas and the work of Davies and Moore might be 
used as part of the debate   
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


 
 
 
 


4 


11-13 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. These 
are applied and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


 
 
 
 


3 


7-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. Some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question. 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined. 


 
 
 


 
2 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


 
 
 


 
1 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question. 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question. 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 












Sticky Note

It appears that the candidate was confused about the task. They are rewarded for basic interpretation of the data.







Sticky Note

This could have been better had there been a reference to an appropriate study to support the reason offered.



Sticky Note

Again, a potentially good point if supported by some sociological knowledge.







Sticky Note

The candidate understands the concept but is unable to present a well supported discussion. 












Sticky Note

The candidate has  achieved 2 knowledge points because the definition is not clear.The reference to the item is vague







Sticky Note

There are two ethical issues but they are generic rather than contextualised and the explanations are vague.



Sticky Note

Examples or studies are not used to illustrate







Sticky Note

This point could have been developed and illustrated but the candidate fails to do so.



Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates some knowledge though there are no studies and this was a problem with very many answers to this question
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GCE SOCIOLOGY 
 


SUMMER 2016 MARK SCHEME 
 


UNIT 2 
 


Welsh Health Survey 2014 
 
The 2014 Welsh Health Survey collected data on health and lifestyles from a representative 
sample of 15,000 adults. Households were selected from the Post Code Address File and a 
structured interview was initially administered to one adult in each household. Self-completion 
questionnaires were then given to all adults in the household to complete. Children were also 
given self-completion questionnaires although an adult completed them on behalf of younger 
children. Adults were asked to give their consent for the researchers to access their medical 
records.    


 
Adapted from The Welsh Health Survey 2014 


 
1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of 


the term representative. [5] 
 


Answers should include accurate knowledge points for band 3 AO1.Points should 
be supported with examples and/or evidence. For band 3 AO2 a clear explanation 
of the examples/evidence should be present. 


 
  Indicative content 
 


 A definition of the term representative. 


 The participants making up the sample are typical of the target population.  


 Favoured by positivists. 


 Generalisations can be made if the sample is a representative one.  


 Often linked to quantitative research. 


 Reference will be made to the item. 
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Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


3 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/question as 
applied to research methods 
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate sociological 
theories/ concepts/evidence/research 
methods. These are applied and interpreted 
in the context of the debate/question.  
Reference will be made to the item to show 
the ability to select appropriate examples.  
 


2 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/question as 
applied to research methods. 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate some ability to select, 
apply and interpret appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence/research 
methods in the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/question as 
applied to research methods. 


 
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


 
(b) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain two ethical 


issues that should be considered before accessing medical records. [10] 
 
  There should be two possible reasons for AO1 band 3. These reasons can be 


theoretical, practical or methodological and must contain technical language. 
  For AO2 band 3 the reasons must be contextualised and explained with reference  
  to methodological issues. 
 
  Indicative content 
 
  Ethical issues including: 
 


 Informed consent 


 Confidentiality 


 Anonymity 


 Privacy of the respondents 


 The right to withdraw 
 


  Reference will be made to the item. 
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Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed 
ability to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 
There will be appropriate use made 
of the item to demonstrate 
understanding. 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability to 
select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 
Some reference will be made to the 
item. 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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(c) With reference to the item and sociological studies, assess the strengths and 
weaknesses of using questionnaires to collect data. [20] 


 


Answers should demonstrate the ability to make sense of sociological debates, 
offer sociological examples and explain sociological concepts. Answers need to 
use key terminology. Credit will be given to effective discussion where there is 
evidence of detailed and wide ranging knowledge. Where answers demonstrate all 
abilities to the highest standard, then they will be consistent with Band 4. However 
answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of interpretation and discussion 
may achieve Band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for AO2 and AO3 


 


  Indicative content 
 


Strengths 


 Relatively cheap, quick and easy. 


 Self-completion questionnaires means little involvement by the researchers. 


 People can complete them in their own time. 


 They can be replicated. 


 Data is likely to be high in reliability. 


 Often used by positivists who look for quantitative data.  


 Statistical data will allow for patterns and trends to be identified and for 
comparisons to be made. 


 They are often used with a large sample which is likely to be representative 
and therefore generalisations can be made.  


 


Weaknesses 


 Low in validity. 


 Response rate could be low. 


 Low response rate could lead to a skewed sample and therefore results may 
not be representative of the target population. 


 Questionnaires are socially constructed and could reflect the values and 
interests of the researcher. 


 Interpretivists prefer qualitative data.  
 


There should be reference to sociological studies to illustrate some of the points 
made. For example Charles (2008), Gordon (2000), Bennett (2009), Bowles and 
Gintis (1976), Allen and Dowling (1988) 
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


8-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. These 
are applied and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be 
offered based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/ concepts/ 
evidence examined.  
 


3 


5-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence. 
Some of which are applied 
and interpreted in the context 
of the debate/question.  
 


4-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined. 
 


2 


2-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  
 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate 
limited knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/ or apply 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1mark 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation 
of any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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SECTION B


Answer one of the following options.


Option 1 Education


Compulsory question


2. (a) Study the following item and answer the questions.
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70%
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Rates of participation in higher education by gender and ethnic group 2012


 Source: adapted from www.education.gov.uk 2012


 (i) Summarise the content of the graph showing the rates of participation in higher 
education. [10]


 (ii) Explain two sociological reasons for the relationship between gender and 
educational attainment. [15]


Either,


 (b) Evaluate the view that education in the contemporary UK is meritocratic. [30]


Or,


 (c) Assess the impact of labelling on attainment in education. [30]












Sticky Note

This point could have been developed and illustrated but the candidate fails to do so.



Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates some knowledge though there are no studies and this was a problem with very many answers to this question







Sticky Note

The answer cites accurate points which are supported with reference to the stats in the item







Sticky Note

This question requires students to select an appropriate sociological explanation for the data in the item.It is clear that accurate interpretation of the item underpins what they say in this answer. They then need accurate knowledge of the explanations.The candidate has failed to select an appropriate explanation though they are credited for implicit reference to the culture of masculinity; there is some knowledge and understanding







Sticky Note

The second explanation is acceptable though leads the candidate into some very assertive comments.The answer lacks detail in both knowledge and use of writers or studies.







Sticky Note

Reference to theory but no writers or evidence







Sticky Note

The tone is descriptive. Research studies are not used to argue the strengths and weaknesses of the views presented







Sticky Note

There is a debate but the essay lacks detail.















































































Sticky Note

Very basic understanding with basic reference to the item



Sticky Note

The first ethical issue is focused on accessing medical records but the second is a more generic ethical issue.







Sticky Note

Candidates often cite quick and cheap as strengths but this often demonstrates a lack of detailed understanding as some research using this method is very costly.



Sticky Note

Confused.



Sticky Note

This is a basic answer characterised by description and inaccuracies. Studies are not used to illustrate.
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SECTION A


Read the following item and answer each part of the question.


Compulsory question


Welsh Health Survey 2014


The 2014 Welsh Health Survey collected data on health and lifestyles from a representative sample 
of 15,000 adults. Households were selected from the Postcode Address File and a structured 
interview was initially administered to one adult in each household. Self-completion questionnaires 
were then given to all adults in the household to complete. Children were also given self-completion 
questionnaires although an adult completed them on behalf of younger children. Adults were asked 
to give their consent for the researchers to access their medical records.


Adapted from The Welsh Health Survey 2014


Answer each part of the following question.


1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of the term 
representative. [5]


 (b) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain two ethical issues that 
should be considered before accessing medical records. [10]


 (c) With reference to the item and sociological studies, assess the strengths and weaknesses  
of using questionnaires to collect data. [20]
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Sticky Note

Knowledge and understanding is better than basic but the answer lacks clarity and reference to studies.



Sticky Note

Candidates need to be very careful with the mathematics here. It is better to examine specifics than the differences between groups as this often leads to mathematical errors.











Sticky Note

The two reasons are very similar and ignore other possible factors.Two clear sociological reasons are required supported by theory/ studies.











Sticky Note

The candidate examines different sorts of labelling and how this can affect pupils.







Sticky Note

The candidate has presented quite a sophisticated discussion of the impact of labelling. Studies are used to argue points and the answer is focussed.











